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For the _ trufteth 1 the Letz ag EF. 


through the mercy ih the ins H . He 
A not be mood. 


HE frmg kh Ga c conf de- | 
red in the letter only, as it related to 
King David and his time) is a moſt 
triumphant Hymn of praiſe and thank/- 
giving to God, for thoſe many glorious vidtories and 
ſucceſſes ,- with- which he had, vouchſafed to bleſs 
that King and his People, all; along the precteding 
part T is Reign. And thi latter part of it is 2 
molt comſo le. prediction and aſſurance. of tlie 
continuance of like mercies and loving-kindnefles 
of God, to him and them, for the fine to come. 
And the words of my Text, which ſtand. between 


both, give us a pleaſi account of one of the 
main procuring cauſes of all theſe bleſſings, | 


paſt and future, Viz. the King's truſting in the 3 V. 2, 3. 


God had given the Ring his heart s deſire, nay and eren 
prevented him with wy Bleſſings. of goodneſs : And my, 
as one of our verſions: has it, bur, becauſe the King 
had put his truſt in the Lord; Aud therefore, as it is in 
ocher * or. becauſe te King continu d ſtill 94 
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truſt in God, he was not to be nov d for the future, 


but, through the. mercy of the moſt Highs) to go on and 
* proſper, as before, and 2755 Ko occaſions to 


V. 13. * praiſe God's fuer. + ok NY! 1 
— 


rder to make a dilcouſſe, upon t 
as proper and as uſeful as F can, Wick. reſp 
happy occaſion of our preſent GS, af p 


leave to treat of chem in this avs oy manner. 
a e 4 — ©: 455808 i 5 . 
in | 02 SY * ES: to £ '2 1 


ec Mech 5, 


WAY * A 


Firſt, to — wha lwhordtheai bK a 

Prince s, truſting in the Lord: as alſo;- LA 
truſt in the. — will manife oP it wr in the Condutt 
and Govermment of Princes. 0 14G 
Secondly, to prove that, whiew an 5 peoß Ware 
bleſs d with a Prince, who doth: thus 5 ae Lord, 
they ought, under God, in great meaſute to aſcribe; 
all the. pat and preſent happineſs and proſperity of ſucb 
a Prince's Reign, to 3 in the Tord, as one 

main procuring/.icaule, of dit: Hand, ffom theo ume 

ground, to taiſe comfortable der and expectations 
of the continuance of their happineſs and proſpetity, 
«43s 341 1 10 291062 30 ng ele 
V J Yi, TY 4 1 An. A 2595 Fo \ = 1 bus Ts TIE 
Firſt, 1 ſheen hre is here meant by a King's, or 
Pte truſting in the Lurd: as alſo, how ſuch'a, | + 
truſt i in the Lord, will manifeſt it ſell in the C de 1 
and Government of Princes. Now tho, 'by à Prin- r 
cc s ei in the _ ' no more net be meant 


than, 


' —— 
* 1 
r . 
1 _ 
; 
NET 
=_ - 


On . MA — wü 1717. * 


and depending upon God, for relief im all neceſſi fries, 


chan; that ſperia! Inſtance of reli fn —— 
aſſiſt anc? under all diffentties.,! and delqerunct out of 


all dangers g yet, becauſt ſuch ta triſt in God. mk. : 


doth, in ies canſes, irnply a belief of the great fun- 
Jamiiital Articles of Religion, and will, if purſu d 
according to its natural conſequence, lead men to the 


univerſal practice of the ſeveral particular Duties of 
it; as allo, becauſe, when God promiſeth bleſſings to 


any ſingle grace or virtue, in Scripture, it is uſually 


upon a ſuppoſtrion of ies being accompany 'd with af 


other rorreſpondent Graces und Virtues; and, more 


eſpecially, becauſe it is common, in. che bool of 
Dfalns, to deſign the whole of Religion, ; under 
ſome one main branch, or more in purtant Duty or 


i, as-the-hnowledgs of God, the fear of Git, "hercy 
rowche poor & for theſe reaſons; Ithink, I may 


farly 
the P/almift here meant, in general, his being a pi. 


ous and Religious prince. A Prince, whoſe mind 
Religion had taken ſuch deep root in, ſuch a+ ſecure 


poſſeſſion of, that it n ee che great Ruling 


principle of all his defy us and aftioms. And this ſenſe, 
we know, is very agreeable to the Charatter 6 og, 


David, of whom — words wete dere 


when we apply it to 2 Chriſtian Prince, it muſt ſig- 


_ = being Relig, in a OO” _ 1 


preſume that, by a Prince's truſting in the Lord, 


And, according! to this notion of rafting in God; 


$I STAIN AE eee. + ett xe 


r — 


4 Sr R Mom — L dur W 


| ry of all paſt ſucceſſes aud deliverances., and witch an 


on true Chriſtian principles: that is, in other ward, 1 


his having ſuch a firm and vigorous perſwaſion and 
belief of = truth and, Divinity of the Chriſtian. Re- 
ligion, as ſhall habitually dil] ** him to make that 
the great Rule and Square of his whole. Conduct and 
Government of himſelf. And, whereever a Prince 
doth thus truſt in the Lord, he will be ſure to ma- 


nifeſt his ſo doing, in theſe EN n ——_ 


ſuch wy, Inſtances. eds else 
+ Firſt, in! Fro wr ee. Fe LEES ab: Ga 


to his people, of all manner af ame and true Chri- 


. tert N 
Secondly, in his 43 "At 415 at Gadiant 


Religion his firſt and greateſt Care; as a Prince. 


- Thirdly, in his exerciſing a Poternal: Goveramen 
over all the people committed to his Charge. 
Foutthly, in his fleadily and refalntely 40 all 
thoſe meaſures in his Government, which, upon ma- 
ture delibrrution and conſultation, he judgeth to be 
moſt expedient for the Publick; good; art wer if. 
gaben he may meet with in ſo doing. 
L.aſtly, in his apphing binaſelf to Gd, for help 
upon all occaſions;aſcribing to bim the praiſe and glo- 


humble confidence, . depending upon dim, for like 
10 * and glas e e 15 00 
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1 16 
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ben Ma de * 


2.41 1; at's W067 A Þ.. K 92 \ mm ay notord oe * Ot For 
| - "Firſt; in his becoming a moſt exemplary pattern 5 
to his people , of all — of viitus, = true 
Cbriſtian behaviour. The fi natural effbet of trar 
Religion is, to make the fincert embracets of it nuꝶ 
and thoroughly good themſelves : Hal, and that too, 
in all manner f Converſation. But more eſpecia q,, 
will it be ſure to have this effect upon Religious — 
Princes, becauſe it will be ſure to convince thẽm of 
che more than ordinamiobligations, which they lye 
under, thus to berome F: upon account of, ke 
Eminence of their Stations, which ex ſech dien — 
much more than others, to che Hie ar Lee f 5 "+ ll 
the World: the I nce of cheir» Brramples ech 
reacheth much farlber, and d much AAR good = 
or evil, than that of other t s: che End of VT 
Government, which is chiefly to encourage virtue and 14 
diſeourage. vice : the Pignity df theit Ogre achich 
will be apt £0:75ſe or ful in mens fw 
tion to their perfonabexcellencies or failingꝭ u the - ĩ 
noa oF their 6 ape Maſtep, Which hardy any thing u 
will prbmote or depreſs more chan'the good or bad lives 
fn his ebam, eren eau: wad 18 ſtly the 
ſharb judgment; hud Mighty torment, (as the Con of win. . 


Sirach ex expreſſech it referv'd: for Princes; above other © 6. . | 
_ 6h th de hon deep Hod 3 nor all of 4. 4 
ani n nas od: lo aud fo; 4 

"V2 abaewos Ppreaubngd aid; bas minke; | 


When 


Prov. 16. 
„ 


ws”; SIN oN before the the 


When therefore we ſoe-a Prince to whom it is 


| an abomination to commit viclelneſi; as Solomon tells 


us it ought to be to all Princes; a Prince Eminent, 
for. his Sobriety, Temperance, C baſtity, Command and 


Government of. himſelf : for his Juſtice, Veracity, (Con- 


deſcenſion, Love, Goodneſs, Lenity, Forbearance and 
Forgiveneſs, towards others: and, above all, for his 
ardent and unaffeted Piety towards God and out 
Bleſſed Saviour, manifeſting it ſelf, in a conſtant and 


.devout attendance ners. Publick Worſhip of God, 
and in a prudent Zeal, upon all occaſions, for chat 


Holy Faith which he profeſſeth. When, I ſay, any 
Nation. is ſo happy, as to ſee all this in their Prince, 


they have great reaſon to conclude, chat they have 
a Prince, who truſtetb in the * a "ns ws _ 
| Religious — 


iin en Ae OTA. 


Eft cially if, 


Secqudlly, He makes 0 


e af God and: Re- 


been he hand greateſt Cure, as a Prince. Princes, 


as St. Paul tells us, are God s Miniſters, the Miniſters 


4. of | his Kingdom, as they are ſtyld in the Book of 
Wiſdom, - And ſurely nothing can more become 
them; as ſuch, than chiefly and before all other things, 


to take care of thoſe affairs, in which God's Honour 


is moſt immediately concern d; and. ſuch, we know, 
the affairs of Religion are. Beſides that theſe affair 


do, upon account of their own intrinſick worth and 
excellng, and their conduciveneſs towards the Publick 
= good 


4; 


'5 4 #4. *% 2 N „ * *** #4 1 is; : ; a 
4 * Fwd Cr ene. 
$7 3 . 


—_—_— — of e, ao: to be: a Erne 
fe, and greateſt Care. Ws 
And accordingly we' bad, that 4 6 were = 
great affairs, which the Relig ious Princes, amongſt 
the Jews, thought moſt worthy of their Care. They 
| buſted themſelves chiefly, in deſtroying Idolatry: in 
preſerving, reforming, reſtoring the worſhip of the true 
God, and providing for the decency and conveniency of. 
the Publick performance of it: in reſettling:God's\4rk. 
in its * _ in recover ing and promulging anew 
the loſt Copy of his Law, And enforcing, with all 
their b che obſervance of it: in building, repair- 
ing, adorning his Temple: in ſerting his 2 W - 
charges, and encouraging in them to the Service of * 
houſe. of the Lord: in beauti ing bis: Feaſts, ſetting 
order his ſolemn times, &c. Fhus did Holy David, 
thus did Salomon the Wiſe#of Princes, thus D 
Hegeliab,, thus the Upright Joſiab: andi theſe: were 


* 


the Great Actions, for which they were ſo much re- 


non d in their times, and for which the Holy Spirit 


of God it ſelf; has Recorded. them, in Scripture, that 


ſo he _ denden in e eee ic 
413; 5 


" Thirdly,” a Religinus Prime: will he * to n f 


his Religion ſhew forth it ſelf, in his exerciſing a Pa- 


ternal Government. ovet all the people committed to 
his Charge. For Religion will not only inform him, 


in general, what the Great End of his Government 
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moreover babitually diſpoſe and fit chem, for ent 


ourht- 0 be, — reſpect to his people, NN 4 
Miniſter to them for their good: but it will likewiſe 
ticularly remind him of thoſe great Duties, of Ju- 


tier, Rigbteouſneſs, I math, Faithfulneſs, Mercy and 


2 molt Tenden Love of all his people, which are fo 


abſolutely neceſſory; in order to attain this general. 
End: and cantion him againſt Qppreſion , Violence, 
Cruelty, and all other nen as ſtand 1 in n direct 


ee eee 


Nor will Religion, ay dee Ne IP 
their Duty, with regard to their people, but it will 


due exerciſe and prultiot of it wiby ſubduumg and mor- 
tifying in chem all thoſe uahappy Luſtr and Puſſonr, 
which are the uſunl Seeds, or at: leaſt Occaſtons, of 
all the ill G. and B Jranny- of Princes, ſuch 
as, Pride, Ambiion, Avyurire, Revenge, Malice, En- 
vy, Anger, Inplacableneſs , and an Immoderate love 
and purſuit of Senſual Pleaſures: and by Inſpiring 
them, on the contrary, with all thoſe Graces and 


Virtues, which are naturaliy apt to make the Govern- 
ment of. Princes Eaſy and eke to their people, 
ſuch as, Humility, Coatentedneſs, Patience, Goodneſs, 


Love, 'Gentleneſs, Compaſſion, - Forgiveneſs, Moderation 
in the enjoyment -of-' Senſual things, Diligenre in 


their High Stations; um exact obſervancr of their Pows 


and Promiſes, and an inviolable adherence to the Laws, 
Cuſtoms and Conſtitutions of the Government" com- 
mitted to them. _ _-.- And 


ö ᷑ ͤꝶ — ͤuUu.. 41 GE AREA 


N vaith; 21. 89 


And cheer Relivien will go yet farther; by recom- 
mending to Princes this their Duty, upon the trueſt 
and moſt encouraging Motives, that can poſſibly be 
laid before them: as that this is moſt becoming their 
Character, and will beſt preſerve the Honour and Dig- 
nity of it: that it is the bay ſure way to uphold and 
ab, cheir Tbrones, to make their Government Prov. 16. 

Laß) and proſperous, and to procure all manner of 2,5. 
Bleſſings from God upon it: and, which is more 
than all this, that it is greathy for their Mafter's ho- 
nour, and conſequently highly acceptable in his Sight, 
and therefore ſure to meet with à tranſcendent" and 
moſt glombas Reward from him, in that great day of 
account, when Princes, who have made it their buſi- 
neſs to HomourW/1/dom, or RYligion, and to judge their * . 
people rightly, ſhall receive a Gloridis Kingdom; ante 
Beautiful Crown, from "the; Lud s band, and thall | 

Reign for yermore. "Oh | how ought all-Princes co 

be affected, with thoſe Emphatical words, of the 
man who was 2 on High, the anointed of the God 
3 and the Peer Pfalmiſt of "Iſrael, a litcle be- 
his death? introduced with that awful Pomp 
and Solemnity; The Spirit of the Lord ſpake by me, 
and his word was in 1 y toffgye. ' The God of Tſrael ſaid, 
the Rock, of Iſrael ſpake to ne, He that ruleth over men: 
muſt be Juſt, ruling in the fear of "God. And he ſhalt > 
1 as the £1 0 of the FRO, We the dee even 
a n morn⸗ 


on NM 4 K Ft n 7. 


2 Sam. 23. 
T, 2, 33 4. 


we 


to A Stn MON beforethei Lonbs, 
9 es a eee, ova wo 
4 morning without clouds; as the tender graſs ſpringing 
out of the earth, by clear ſhining after {PER 


Fourthly, Another inſtance, in which a Prince's 
Religion will maniſeß it ſelf, will be, his ſteadily 
and reſolutely purſuing all thoſe meaſures, in his Go» 
vernment, which, upon mature deliberation and con- 

ſultation, tie judgeth to be moſt expedient 'for the 
Public Good; whatever difficulties he may meet with, 
in ſo doing. Nothing can become a Prince more, than 
to Conſider and Adviſe well; before he proceeds to 
Action: becauſe the Actions of Princes, and the Con- 
ſequences of them, are of the gtmoſt Moment and 
Importance. But, when once he has done this, and 

relolvd how it is 17 for him to Act the next moſt 
becoming thing is Steadineſs and Reſolution in Acting: 
becauſe this tends mightily. to; Greaten the Character 
of a Prince, and to procure, preſerve and promote, 
that Honour, Awe and Majeſty , which are ſo abſo- 
lutely neceſſary, for the- ſupport and eaſe of His Go- 
vernment. And Religion naturally leads Princes to 
this Steadineſs and Reſolution, by Inſpiring them with 
true Courage, and caſting 'out all vain fears far from 
them. For how is it poſſihle, that that Prinòe ſhould 
want Courage, ſhould be afraid of, any thing? 
who knows that he has God on his fide : who is 
firmly perſwaded that he is doing his Duty, that which 
is acceptable in God's ſight, and which he is ä : 
ure 
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ſure of being protected, aſſiſted and proſper d, 
by God, in. Ought he not much rather, in this 
Holy Confidence, triumphantly to inſult and defy all 
difficulties whatſoever? ſay ing with good King Da- 
vid, The Lord is on my ſide, I will not fear what an bc. 118. 6 
can do unto me. I will caſt my burden upon the Lord, 55. 22 


and he ſhall ſuſtain me. My heart is fixed, truſting in 112. 7, 8. 


* 
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the Lord: My heart is eſtabliſh d, and ſhall nat be afraid; 0 ** 
for none of thoſe, that put their truſt in him, ſhall be 
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Laſtly, There is ſtill ane more inſtance, in which 
a Prince d Religion will have frequent opportunities 
of manifeſting it ſelf, and chat is, in his applying 


himſelf to Cod, for belp upon all occaſions, alcri- 

a 25 „ „ - 2 , L 4 * 1 75 
bing to bim the Glory of all paſt Succeſſes and Deli- 
verances, and, wich an humble confidence, de- 

N pencing upon him, for like good Succeſſes and De- 

liverances, for the future. Religion never ſhews 
forth it ſelf more conſpicuouſly, in any pefſons, than 

in times of Proſperity and Adverſi Then, to 


have our thoughts fix d upon God and our Bleſſed 
Saviour, then to let them be our all in al, then to 
give them the Honour of out paſt and preſent enjoy- 
ments, to found on them our hope of future ones, 
and to caſt all our cares and fears upon them, is an: 
Argument, that our minds axe indeed poſſeſs d with 
2 ie and deep ſenſe of Religion. But never doth. 
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this Argument hold ſo ſtronghy, as in the perſons of 
Princes, becauſe they lie under much greater tempta- 
tions to Pride, Yain-glory, Forgetfulneſs of God, and 
Truſting in the Arm of -Fleſh, than other men. And 
therefore if they, notwithſtanding this,” ſhall at all 
times make God their Joy and their Praiſe, their 
Hope and their Portion for ever, this will be a very 
thigh proof of their being truly Religious Princes. 
And thus all Religious Princes; Heathen, Jewiſh 
and Chriſtian, have always done: thus all Refigious. - 
Princes, more eſpecially ſuch as are Chriſtian, will | 
ever do. They will never undertake any Great work, 
without firft Are the Blefing of God upon it. 
They will appoint days of Publick Faſting and Hu- 
miliation, for Confeſſeng of their own and their people? 
Sins, for Asking pardon for them, and Deprecating 
the Vengeance, which juſtly belongs co them: and 
days of Publick Thank giving likewiſe, for ac hi⁰ö. 
ledging the paſt mercies and loving- kindneſſes of God 
to them and to their people, and for profe/ſing their 
hipe and their truſt, in his mergy, for the future. 
They will uſe the power , which they gain by their 
Succeſſes, to the Honour and Service of him, from 
whom their Succeſſes came. They will take warning, 
by the Judements inflicted in their times, to Reform 
both themſelves and their people, and ſo make both 
more meet for God's Mercies. And, in one word, 
they will have nothing ſo much at heart, as the ſup- 
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private perſons, as, for'the ſake of i it to have bie. !! 


a numerous Family, and to have been willing to 
have turned ho _ es — vile —_ pro- 
Gen. 39. 5. ſugate Cir (as, 16leſs'd Egyptians ſe⸗ 0- 
Gen. 18.32. 725 ARA and was ready ta have 2 r ic 
felf, if mern have found but ten Righteous. per- 
ſons in it) can any thing be D er to 
believe, that, for-the ſake. of a Ge drince 
Goodneſs brings v much more honour God, ths 
of mam private perſons can do) A ſhould: often 
vouchſafe to avert molt heavy Judgments from a peo- 
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his wrath, Left be ſhould deſtroy them How; frequent- 
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13. Holy Samuel, for the ſame people, upon the. ſame 
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for his ſervant David's ſale, . hot -daly, in his life-time, 
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from following bis. commandments *; And, to. name no 
more, how did God ſeem to be bound up, as it were, 
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Laſtly, That ſince the Bleſſings procur d to a peo 4 
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